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Exercise 9 
Fossil Lab: Part 4 
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Figure 1.  (A) Basic skeletal morphology of a rugose coral.  The animal itself is known as a polyp.  

(B) Rugose coral with dissepiments in addition to septa and tabulae. 
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Figure 2.  Rugose corals.  Solitary (horn) individual (H), loosely packed colony (I), tightly packed 
(prismatic) colony (J). 
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Figure 3.  Skeletal morphology of a tabulate 
coral.  Note weakly developed septa. 
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Figure 4.  Examples of colonial tabulates.  Favosites, the “honeycomb” coral (left), and Halysites, the 
“chain” coral (right). 
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Figure 5.  Goniatite ammonoid exhibiting well developed saddles and lobes. 
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Figure 6.  Stages of sutural 
complexity.  Nautiloids possess simple 
sutures.  Ammonoids possess folded 
sutures with saddles and lobes.  
Goniatite, ceratite and ammonite 
ammonoids are distinguished on 
serrations of the saddles and lobes 
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Figure 7.  Reconstruction of a belemnite. 
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