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Exercise 10 
Fossil Lab—Part 5: 

Crinoids, Blastoids, Fusulinids, Plants 
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Figure 1.  Restoration of a crinoid. 
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Figure 3.  Enlarged view of blastoid calyx (side and top views). 

 
 

Figure 2.  Enlarged view of a crinoid calyx.  Note 
that the five arms split upward to produce a large 
number of smaller branches. 
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Figure 4.  Partially sectioned fusulinid showing external and internal structure. 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 5.  Sectioned fusulinid showing spherical initial chamber and several additional volutions.  Intense 
folding of the septa gives rise to a complex internal appearance. 
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Figure 6.  Reconstructions of Lepidodendron (left) and Sigillaria (right).  Note arrangement of leaf scars. 
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Figure 7.  Sphenopsid fossils.  The trunk 
of the large sphenopsid tree is known as 
Calamites (left), characterized by circular 
nodes and vertical ribs.  The branches that 
radiated from nodes are known as 
Annularia (right).  An entire plant is shown 
in the reconstruction (below). 

Figure 8.  Artist’s reconstruction 
of fossil fern leaves preserved in a 
concretion. 
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